Tommy & the Talent Thief

1a) The Story of Tommy and the Talent Thief
Read and listen to the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief.

T

ommy loves dancing. His dancing hero
is Michael Jackson.

So when he fails his dance exam, he
is very upset. He thinks that he has
no talent for dancing. But Tommy’s
teacher, Miss Knickerbockers, tells him a secret.
She tells him that his dancing talent has been
stolen by the Talent Thief. She explains that
the Talent Thief lives in a house at the top
of a mountain. At night, he comes down the
mountain to steal children’s talents for himself.

They stop at a small shop to buy the things they
need for the journey. At the shop, they meet
Nigel and explain their mission to him. Nigel has
no talent for mathematics and decides to join
them. The three friends make the long and tiring
journey up the mountain to the Talent Thief’s
house.
But when they arrive they have a big surprise
waiting for them…

Tommy decides to travel through the dark forest
and climb to the top of the mountain to get his
talent back.
In the forest, he meets Wilf and Kat. Tommy tells
them about his mission. Wilf tells Tommy it is
a waste of time. He says the journey is too far,
the mountain is too high and the mission is too
difficult. Kat tells Tommy to stay with them and
relax. But Tommy knows his dancing is more
important than relaxing. He leaves Kat and Wilf
and continues through the forest.
Next, he meets Hilda. Hilda is a student who
is trying to learn English (unsuccessfully). She
believes that she has no talent for learning
languages. Tommy convinces Hilda to join him
and get her talent from the Talent Thief.
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1b) The Story of Tommy and the Talent Thief
Read the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief and fill in the missing words from the box
above. Now listen and see if your answers are correct.

talent

T

surprise

relax

forest

ommy loves (1)
. His
dancing hero is Michael Jackson.

So when he fails his dance exam, he
is very upset. He thinks that he has
no
for dancing. But Tommy’s
(2)
teacher, Miss Knickerbockers, tells him a secret.
She tells him that his dancing talent has been
stolen by the Talent Thief. She explains that the
at the
Talent Thief lives in a (3)
top of a mountain. At night, he comes down the
mountain to steal children’s talents for himself.
Tommy decides to travel through the dark
and climb to the top of the
(4)
mountain to get his talent back.

shop

important

dancing

house

Next, he meets Hilda. Hilda is a student who
is trying to learn English (unsuccessfully). She
believes that she has no talent for learning
languages. Tommy convinces Hilda to join him
and get her talent from the Talent Thief.
to buy
They stop at a small (7)
the things they need for the journey. At the
shop, they meet Nigel and explain their mission
to him. Nigel has no talent for mathematics and
decides to join them. The three friends make the
long and tiring journey up the mountain to the
Talent Thief’s house.
But when they arrive they have a big
waiting for them…
(8)

In the forest, he meets Wilf and Kat. Tommy
tells them about his mission. Wilf tells Tommy
it is a waste of time. He says the journey is too
far, the mountain is too high and the mission is
too difficult. Kat tells Tommy to stay with them
. But Tommy knows
and (5)
than
his dancing is more (6)
relaxing. He leaves Kat and Wilf and continues
through the forest.
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1c) The Story of Tommy and the Talent Thief
Read the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief. What do you think the missing words are?
Now listen to the story to see if you are correct.

T

ommy loves (1)
. His
dancing hero is Michael Jackson.

So when he fails his dance exam, he
is very upset. He thinks that he has
no
for dancing. But Tommy’s
(2)
teacher, Miss Knickerbockers, tells him a secret.
She tells him that his dancing talent has been
stolen by the Talent Thief. She explains that the
at the
Talent Thief lives in a (3)
top of a mountain. At night, he comes down the
mountain to steal children’s talents for himself.
Tommy decides to travel through the dark
and climb to the top of the
(4)
mountain to get his talent back.

Next, he meets Hilda. Hilda is a student who
is trying to learn English (unsuccessfully). She
believes that she has no talent for learning
languages. Tommy convinces Hilda to join him
and get her talent from the Talent Thief.
to buy
They stop at a small (7)
the things they need for the journey. At the
shop, they meet Nigel and explain their mission
to him. Nigel has no talent for mathematics and
decides to join them. The three friends make the
long and tiring journey up the mountain to the
Talent Thief’s house.
But when they arrive they have a big
waiting for them…
(8)

In the forest, he meets Wilf and Kat. Tommy
tells them about his mission. Wilf tells Tommy
it is a waste of time. He says the journey is too
far, the mountain is too high and the mission is
too difficult. Kat tells Tommy to stay with them
. But Tommy knows
and (5)
than
his dancing is more (6)
relaxing. He leaves Kat and Wilf and continues
through the forest.

I PA

I PA

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Tommy & the Talent Thief.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.

Tommy & the Talent Thief

1a–c) The Story of Tommy and the Talent Thief
Teaching notes
Time
30–40 minutes
Level
Easy / Medium / Difficult
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, reading and writing.
Aim
To familiarise the students with the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief and the vocabulary used in the story.
Instructions
Ask the students what they think will happen in the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief. Now give the students
Worksheet A. Ask them to read through the text underlining any difficult vocabulary. Present the difficult
vocabulary on the board and the students can help each other with the meaning of the words. Then listen to
the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief.
Alternative activity
For students of a higher level use Worksheet B. Give the students time to decide what the missing words could
be from the list. This activity could be done in pairs. Ask the students for suggestions to what the words could
be. Listen to see if they are correct. Use Worksheet C for the highest level students.
Answer key
1. dancing
2. talent
3. house
4. forest
5. relax
6. important
7. shop
8. surprise
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2) Talking about yourself
Read about Hilda. Now draw a picture of yourself below and write some sentences about you.

My name is Hilda.

I am fourteen
years old.

I don’t like
studying English.

I like adventures!

My favourite band is
One Direction.

My hobbies are
reading, walking and
listening to music.

My favourite
food is
chocolate.

My best friends
are called Tommy
and Nigel.
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2) Talking about yourself
Teaching notes
Time
20–30 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Speaking, writing.
Aim
To practice giving personal information about yourself in the present simple.
Instructions
First, ask the students to draw a self-portrait in the box below. Then, ask the students to write about themselves.
Using Hilda as an example, the students should write eight sentences about themselves. When they have
finished they should introduce themselves to the rest of the class. Encourage the students to use different verbs
and a mixture of positives and negatives.
Alternative activity
For students of a higher level, the activity could be done as a third person activity with the students asking a
classmate questions to discover the answers, then they could introduce their partners to the class.
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3) The Picture Book of Tommy and the Talent Thief
Can you draw? Draw the pictures of the story.

➽
ing.

➽

1. Tommy loves danc

nce exam.

2. Tommy fails his da

➽

➽

3. Tommy sets off to find the Talent Thief.

4. Tommy meets Wilf and Kat in the dark forest.

➽

➽

5. Tommy asks Hilda to come with him on his mission.

6. Tommy and Hilda go to the sho

p.

➽
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7. Tommy, Hilda and Nigel climb
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the mountain.

8. The Talent Thief’s house.
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3) The Picture Book of Tommy and the Talent Thief
Teaching notes
Time
20–30 minutes
Level
Easy
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, reading, speaking and drawing.
Aim
To familiarise the students with the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief and the vocabulary used in the story.
Instructions
Ask the students to imagine what Tommy, Miss Knickerbockers, Wilf, Kat, Hilda, Nigel and the Talent Thief look
like. Discuss with the group what they think the characters are like. Give the students the worksheet and ask
them, to draw the pictures of the scene being described in each box.
Alternative activity
Ask students to choose one phrase from the boxes and make a larger more detailed picture of the scene that
they have chosen.
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4) Wordsearch
Find the words and characters below in the wordsearch. All vocabulary and
characters appear in the vocabulary list.

dancer

door

language
map
medal
practise
relax
umbrella
understand
water

thief

rain
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4) Wordsearch
Teaching notes
Time
15 minutes
Level
Easy
Skills Focus
Vocabulary
Aim
To familiarise the students with the vocabulary of the play.
Instructions
This activity could be used as a fun ice-breaker for the beginning of the class or as a fun activity at the end of
the class.
Alternative activity
Students could choose 6–10 more words from the vocabulary list and make their own wordsearch and swap
them between classmates.
Answer key
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5) True or False?
Decide if these sentences are true (T) or false (F).

1. Tommy is a very good dancer.

T F

2. Tommy wants to steal the Talent Thief’s talent.

T F

3. Miss Knickerbocker gives Tommy a medal for dancing after his dance exam.
4. Miss Knickerbocker tells Tommy to go to the house on the hill.
5. Wilf thinks Tommy should go to see the Talent Thief.
6. Hilda wants to learn to speak English.
7. Nigel is very good at mathematics.

T F

T F

T F

T F

T F

8. Nigel, Hilda and Tommy drive up the mountain.

T F
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5) True or False?
Teaching notes
Time
20–30 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Listening and writing. Possibly speaking.
Aim
To familiarise the students with the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief.
Instructions
Students read and listen to activity one – The Story of Tommy. Individually or in pairs they decide if the
sentences about the story are true or false. This can be a written or spoken activity.
Extended activity
Ask the students to write 5 more true or false to ask the other students.
Answer key
1. False. Tommy is not a very good dancer.
2. False. Tommy wants to take his talent back from the Talent Thief.
3. False. Miss Knickerbockers doesn’t give Tommy a medal for dancing after his dance exam.
4. True. Miss Knickerbockers tells Tommy to go to the house at the top of the mountain.
5. False. Wilf thinks Tommy should not go to see the Talent Thief.
6. True. Hilda wants to learn to speak English.
7. False. Nigel is very bad at mathematics.
8. False. Nigel, Hilda and Tommy climb up the mountain.
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6a) Songs
Listen to the song and sing along!

We Can Dance
We can dance, we can spin
We can do anything.
Move our hands, move our feet
We can move to any beat. (repeat)
I’m a star, I’m a pro,
I’m the best, I’m a hero,
I’m the top, I’ll make you ‘woo’!
You’ll be amazed, at what I can do!
Look at me, I’m a superstar,
I drink champagne and eat caviar.
I’m the best, I’m the best by far
I’m a super, super, super, super superstar!
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6b) Songs
Listen to the songs and fill in the missing words.

to

superstar

spin

best

hero

feet

what

do

We Can Dance
We can dance, we can
We can

anything.

Move our hands, move our
We can move

any beat. (repeat)

I’m a star, I’m a pro,
I’m the best, I’m a

,

I’m the top, I’ll make you ‘woo’!
You’ll be amazed, at

I can do!

Look at me, I’m a superstar,
I drink champagne and eat caviar.
I’m the

, I’m the best by far

I’m a super, super, super, super

!
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6c) Songs
Listen to the songs and fill in the missing words.

We Can Dance
We can dance, we can
We can

anything.

Move our hands, move our
We can move

any beat. (repeat)

I’m a star, I’m a pro,
I’m the best, I’m a

,

I’m the top, I’ll make you ‘woo’!
You’ll be amazed, at

I can do!

Look at me, I’m a superstar,
I drink champagne and eat caviar.
I’m the

, I’m the best by far

I’m a super, super, super, super

!
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6a–c) Songs
Teaching notes
Time
30–40 minutes
Level
Easy/Medium
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, listening, singing.
Aim
To familiarise the students with the songs of Tommy and the Talent Thief and the vocabulary used within them.
We find that the experience is really enhanced by being able to sing along with the songs during the show.
Instructions
Ask the students to sing along with songs to familiarize themselves with the songs (Song sheet A). Use the gapfill of the song and questions (Song sheet B) for higher level students.
Alternative activity
Get the students to learn the words for homework. Then in the next class give them the gap-fill and ask them
to fill in the missing words. Then listen to see if they are correct.
Answer key
We Can Dance
We can dance, we can spin
We can do anything.
Move our hands, move our feet
We can move to any beat. (repeat)
I’m a star, I’m a pro,
I’m the best, I’m a hero,
I’m the top, I’ll make you ‘woo’!
You’ll be amazed, at what I can do!
Look at me, I’m a superstar,
I drink champagne and eat caviar.
I’m the best, I’m the best by far
I’m a super, super, super, super superstar!
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7) Clueword
Look at this clueword. The first letter of each word spells out the word Knickerbockers vertically. Use
the clues to help you guess the words.

K

(4)

N

The man married to a queen
(5)

The opposite of day

I

(3,5)

A cold, sweet thing to eat on a hot day

C

(5)

The opposite of expensive

K

(5)

Make a noise on a door

E

(4)

R

The opposite of difficult
(5)

To not work hard

B

(6)

What you buy water in when you are in a shop

O

(6)

A fruit and a color

C

(5)

Mad

K

(4)

Joint in the middle of a leg

E

(4)

What you study to pass at school

R

(4)

Water that falls from the sky

S

(6)

The one after first

Now choose another character and write your own clueword with a friend. Maybe you could draw
pictures as clues too. Now see if anyone can guess the answers!
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7) Clueword
Teaching notes
Time
30 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Vocabulary
Aim
To familiarise the students with the vocabulary of Tommy and the Talent Thief.
Instructions
Ask the students to work in pairs or small groups to find the words on the right-hand side.
Alternative activity
Ask students to do the second part of the activity for homework. In the next class give the students each other’s
clueword to solve.
Answer key
KING
NIGHT
ICE CREAM
CHEAP
KNOCK
EASY
RELAX
BOTTLE
ORANGE
CRAZY
KNEE
EXAM
RAIN
SECOND
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8) The Characters in Tommy
Here are some of the characters from the story of ‘Tommy and the Talent Thief’. Using the story
(activity 1) to help you, draw a picture of each of them and then choose two or three words from the
list below to describe them. Compare your ideas with a friend

brave

busy
careful
clever
good
lazy
happy
horrible
intelligent
talented
hard-working
nice
old
sad
scary
young
friendly
fierce
tall
small

Tommy

3.

1.
2.

Nigel

1.
2.

The Talent Thief

1.
2.I PA
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3.

3.

Miss Knickerbocker

1.
2.

Wilf

1.
2.

3.

3.

Hilda

1.
2.

Jenny

1.
2.

3.

3.

You!

1.
2.

3.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Tommy & the Talent Thief.
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8) The Characters in Tommy
Teaching notes
Time
20–30 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, adjectives, speaking
Aim
To practise adjectives to describe the characters in Tommy and the Talent Thief.
Instructions
Discuss the characters from Tommy with the students. Ask them which adjectives they think are appropriate for
each character. Then let the students choose two adjectives for each character. Finally let the students draw
the characters in the boxes.
Extended activity
As a homework activity as the students to draw pictures of their family members and choose 2–3 adjectives to
describe them.
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9) Who says what?
Read and listen to the sentences below. Match the sentence to the correct character.
Each character has three sentences.

Tommy

Hilda

Miss Knickerbockers

Nigel

1.

Welcome to my school!						

2.

Nine plus two plus one is nine hundred and twenty-one, isn’t it?

3.

We demand to see the Talent Thief!				

4.

Tommy, if you don’t practice then how are you going to improve?

5.

The talent teeth?									

6.

I’m no good at numbers.							

7.

I want to be a great dancer!							

8.

If you want to be a great dancer, go and get your talent back. 		

9.

I’m sorry. I no understand.

		

10.

The Talent Thief has my dancing talent. It’s not fair! 			

11.

Me speak English good if practice, practice, practice?			

12.

A bottle of water? Large or small?
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9) Who says what?
Teaching notes
Time
10–20 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Listening, vocabulary, possibly speaking
Aim
To familiarise the students with the characters of Tommy.
Instructions
Match the phrases to the correct characters. The students can work individually in pairs.
Extended activity
Separate the class into four groups; Tommys, Miss Knickerbockers, Nigels and Hildas. Ask them to present the
sentences orally in the style of the character who says them (you may want to invent one or two more phrases
for each group).
Answer key
1. Welcome to my school! Miss K
2. Nine plus two plus one is nine hundred and twenty-one, isn’t it? Nigel
3. We demand to see the Talent Thief! Tommy
4. Tommy, if you don’t practice then how are you going to improve? Miss K
5. The talent teeth? Hilda
6. I’m no good at numbers. Nigel
7. I want to be a great dancer! Tommy
8. If you want to be a great dancer, go and get your talent back. Miss K
9. I’m sorry. I no understand. Hilda
10. The Talent Thief has my dancing talent. It’s not fair! Tommy
11. Me speak English good if practice, practice, practice? Hilda
12. A bottle of water? Large or small? Nigel
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10) Songs 2a
What’s the point? / I Don’t like Numbers!
Listen to the songs and sing along!

What’s the Point?

I Don’t Like Numbers (Nigel’s song)

You want to dance?
You missed your chance.
You want to succeed? Follow my lead.

I don’t like numbers.
Numbers don’t like me.
When I try and add two plus two,
I get three.
I can’t subtract.
I can’t multiply.
I can’t do numbers,
Don’t ask me why!

Take a seat (Take a seat),
Just relax (just relax)
Life is easy, follow my tracks.
What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of mine.
Why work hard to get far?
Just stay where you are.
What’s the point?
Hey, look here kid, you are who you are.
Stay right here, Stick to near not far.
Don’t you waste (Don’t you waste)
Calories (calories)
Just eat junk food, And watch TV
What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of mine.
Why work hard to get far?
Just stay where you are.
What’s the point?

I wish I was the greatest mathematician in the
world.
Add all the biggest numbers,
better than any boy or girl.
Like hundreds, and thousands,
and millions, and billions.
But the sad truth is...
I can’t do numbers,
Numbers I can’t do,
When I try to add three plus three I get two!
I want to subtract,
I want to multiply.
But I can’t do numbers...
And I don’t know why!

You have this map,
To stay on track.
Wouldn’t it be awful,
Terrible, unforgivable...
I PA
What’s the point?
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10) Songs 2b – What’s the point?
Listen to the song and fill in the missing words.

What’s the Point?

TV
terrible
(x2)

You want to
?
You missed your chance.
You want to succeed? Follow my lead.
Take a

(Take a
Just relax (just relax)
Life is easy, follow my tracks.

here
dance
seat (x2)
work
have
you (x2)

),

What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of mine.
hard to get far?
Why
are.
Just stay where
What’s the point?
Hey, look here kid, you are who you are.
, Stick to near not far.
Stay right
Don’t you waste (Don’t you waste)
Calories (calories)
Just eat junk food, And watch
What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of mine.
hard to get far?
Why
are.
Just stay where
What’s the point?
You
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this map,
To stay on track.
Wouldn’t it be awful,
, unforgivable...
What’s the point?
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10) Songs 2b – I Don’t Like Numbers!
Listen to the song and fill in the missing words.

I Don’t Like Numbers (Nigel’s song)

boy
me

I don’t like numbers.
Numbers don’t like

two
why (x2)
world
three

.

When I try and add two plus two,
I get

.

I can’t subtract.
I can’t multiply.
I can’t do numbers,
Don’t ask me

!

I wish I was the greatest
mathematician in the

.

Add all the biggest numbers,
better than any

or girl.

Like hundreds, and thousands,
and millions, and billions.
the sad truth is...
I can’t do numbers,
Numbers I can’t do,
When I try to add three plus three I get

!

I want to subtract,
I want to multiply.
But I can’t do numbers...
And I don’t know

!
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10) Songs 2c – What’s the point?
Listen to the song and fill in the missing words.

What’s the Point?
You want to
?
You missed your chance.
You want to succeed? Follow my lead.
Take a

(Take a
Just relax (just relax)
Life is easy, follow my tracks.

),

What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of mine.
hard to get far?
Why
are.
Just stay where
What’s the point?
Hey, look here kid, you are who you are.
, Stick to near not far.
Stay right
Don’t you waste (Don’t you waste)
Calories (calories)
Just eat junk food, And watch
What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of mine.
hard to get far?
Why
are.
Just stay where
What’s the point?
You

this map,
To stay on track.
Wouldn’t it be awful,
, unforgivable...
What’s the point?
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10) Songs 2c – I Don’t Like Numbers!
Listen to the song and fill in the missing words.

I Don’t Like Numbers (Nigel’s song)
I don’t like numbers.
Numbers don’t like

.

When I try and add two plus two,
I get

.

I can’t subtract.
I can’t multiply.
I can’t do numbers,
Don’t ask me

!

I wish I was the greatest
mathematician in the

.

Add all the biggest numbers,
better than any

or girl.

Like hundreds, and thousands,
and millions, and billions.
the sad truth is...
I can’t do numbers,
Numbers I can’t do,
When I try to add three plus three I get

!

I want to subtract,
I want to multiply.
But I can’t do numbers...
And I don’t know

!
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10) Songs 2 a–c
What’s the point? / I Don’t like Numbers!
Teaching notes
Answer key

Time
30–40 minutes
Level
Easy/medium/difficult
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, listening, singing
Aim
To familiarise the students with
the songs of Tommy and the
Talent Thief and the vocabulary
used within them. We find that the
experience is really enhanced by
being able to sing along with the
songs during the show.
Instructions
Ask the students to sing along with
songs to familiarize themselves
with the songs (song sheet A). Use
the gap-fill of the song (song sheet
B or C) for higher level students.
Alternative activity
Get the students to learn the
words for homework. Then in the
next class give them song sheet C
and ask them to fill in the missing
words. Then listen to see if they
are correct.

What’s the Point?

I Don’t Like Numbers (Nigel’s song)

You want to dance?
You missed your chance.
You want to succeed? Follow my
lead.

I don’t like numbers.
Numbers don’t like me.
When I try and add two plus two,
I get three.
I can’t subtract.
I can’t multiply.
I can’t do numbers,
Don’t ask me why!

Take a seat (Take a seat),
Just relax (just relax)
Life is easy, follow my tracks.
What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of
mine.
Why work hard to get far?
Just stay where you are.
What’s the point?
Hey, look here kid, you are who
you are.
Stay right here, Stick to near not
far.
Don’t you waste (Don’t you waste)
Calories (calories)
Just eat junk food, And watch TV.
What’s the point? Waste of time!
A waste of yours, And a waste of
mine.
Why work hard to get far?
Just stay where you are.
What’s the point?

I wish I was the greatest
mathematician in the world.
Add all the biggest numbers,
better than any boy or girl.
Like hundreds, and thousands,
and millions, and billions.
But the sad truth is…
I can’t do numbers,
Numbers I can’t do,
When I try to add three plus three
I get two!
I want to subtract,
I want to multiply.
But I can’t do numbers…
And I don’t know why!

You have this map,
To stay on track.
Wouldn’t it be awful,
Terrible, unforgivable…
What’s the point?
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11) Nigel’s shop
Look at the picture. Can you write the correct word for each object in the box?
Listen to see if you are correct. Now colour in the picture.

money

an umbrella
a bottle of water
sunglasses
chocolate
a sandwich
postcards

a map

5
2
3
8

4

1
7

6

1

5

2

3

4

6

7

8
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11) Nigel’s shop
Teaching notes
Time
20–30 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Listening and vocabulary
Aim
To familiarise the students with the vocabulary of the show.
Instructions
Ask the students to match the vocabulary with the correct object. The students can work individually or in pairs.
When the students are finished let them listen to the correct answers on the recording.
Extended activity
Ask the students to draw another scene from the play. They can choose from:
1. The Dance School
2. The Mountains
3. The Talent Thief’s house
Ask them to write 5–8 words of vocabulary from the picture at the bottom of the page, with boxes to write the
correct vocabulary next to the objects or characters. The students then exchange pictures and fill in the correct
vocabulary in the picture. The papers are then corrected by the students who originally drew them. This could
also be done as a homework activity.
Answer key
1. A map
2. Postcards
3. A Sandwich
4. Sunglasses
5. A bottle of water
6. Money
7. Chocolate
8. An umbrella
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12) Spot the difference
Look at the two pictures. Can you spot the ten differences? Put a circle round the ten differences.

I PA
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12) Spot the difference
Teaching notes
Time
10–20 minutes
Level
Easy
Skills Focus
Fun activity, vocabulary
Aim
To familiarise the students with the vocabulary and characters in the show.
Instructions
Ask the students to work in pairs to find the differences between the two pictures. Encourage them to speak
to each other in English to explain the differences. Alternatively, they could write a sentence to explain the
differences.
Extended activity
Ask the students to draw another picture then copy it with ten changes. Pass them to other students to find the
changes.
Answer key
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13a) Draw, listen and number
Listen to the recording and write the words you hear in the correct
box. Now draw a picture of each object.

junk food

expensive

1

exam

spin

thirsty

road

young

knock

medal

dancer

I PA

knock
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relax

first

thief

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Tommy & the Talent Thief.
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13b) Draw, listen and number
Listen to the recording and write the words you hear in the correct
box. Now draw a picture of each object.

1

junk food

6

2

3

4

5

7

8

9

10
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7

12

13

14
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13) Draw, listen and number
Teaching notes
Time
25–30 minutes
Level
Easy/Medium
Skills Focus
Listening
Aim
To recognise vocabulary from Tommy.
Instructions
Give students worksheet A, then discuss the meaning of the vocabulary. Allow students to draw pictures of the
objects in the boxes. Then, listen to the recording and write the corresponding number for each object in the
correct box.
Alternative activity
Give higher level students worksheet B Listen to the recording first and allow students to write one object in
each box. After listening a second time, allow the students to check the vocabulary together. As a final step,
allow students to draw the objects they have written in each box.
Answer key
1. Junk food
2. Dancer
3. Thief
4. Exam
5. Expensive
6. Relax
7. First
8. Knock
9. Thirsty
10. Young
11. Road
12. Spin
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14) Listening: The Dark Forest
Listen to the conversation between Tommy, Kat and Wilf.
Practice the conversation in groups of three.

TOMMY enters The Dark Forest and meets WILF and KAT. They circle around him.
Wilf+Kat
Tommy
Wilf
Kat
Wilf
Tommy
Wilf
Tommy

Hello
(nervously) Hello. Who are you?
My name is WILF. (bowing) At your service.
My name is KAT. (bowing) At your service, too.
And who are you?
My name’s TOMMY.
And what are you doing here in the middle of the forest,
Tommy?
I’m going to the top of the mountain. I’ve got this map but it’s
a bit confusing. Can you tell me how to get there, please?

WILF and KAT look at each other and smile.
Wilf
Kat
Tommy

(taking map) The top of the mountain? Why do you want to go
there?
Yeah, it’s a very long way.
Well, I’m going to find the Talent Thief. I want to be a great
dancer. The Talent Thief has got my dancing talent. I’m going
to get it back.

TOMMY tries to take his map from WILF but WILF passes it behind TOMMY’s back to KAT.
WILF and KAT look at each other again. WILF laughs unpleasantly.
Wilf
Kat
Wilf
Kat
Wilf
Kat
Wilf

What a stupid idea.
It’s too high.
You won’t find the Talent Thief.
It’s too far.
And if you did, he wouldn’t give you your dancing talent.
Stay here and relax.
You’re wasting your time.
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14) Listening: The Dark Forest
Teaching notes
Time
30 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, listening
Aim
To listen to and understand a scene from Tommy and the Talent Thief.
Instructions
This activity could be used as a simple comprehension activity with the children listening for understanding
whilst following the script or it can be used to pick out specific vocabulary, verbs or adjectives.
Extended activity
Ask students to listen to the text and practise reading it together in groups of three.
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15) Listening: The Dance Exam
Get into groups of four and each person choose a character in the scene. Rehearse the scene. Try to
learn the words your character says.

Scene 1: The Dance Exam
Song 1: We Can Dance
Enter JENNY and JOHNNY followed by TOMMY and JENNY. JOHNNY and JENNY dance very well. TOMMY tries his best but
is not as good.
We can dance, we can spin
We can do anything.
Move our hands, move our feet
We can move to any beat. (repeat)
I’m a star, I’m a pro,
I’m the best, I’m a hero,
I’m the top, I’ll make you ‘woo’!
You’ll be amazed, at what I can do!
Look at me, I’m a superstar,
I drink champagne and eat caviar.
I’m the best, I’m the best by far
I’m a super, super, super, super superstar!
Knickerbockers
Audience
Knickerbockers
Audience
Knickerbockers
Audience
Knickerbockers
Jenny
Knickerbockers
I PA
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(Enters carrying a wand) Stop, stop, stop. OK. That’s enough. Thank you! (to audience) Hello,
everybody!
Hello!
Welcome to school. My school. Saint Trinian’s School for Artistic Excellence. (Removing
sign) That was our final dance exam. What do think? Did they do well?
Good! Bad! Etc.
Would you like to know the results?
Yes!
Here are the results of this year’s Saint Trinian’s School for Artistic Excellence dance
exam. Jenny Henderson, come here.
Yes, Miss Knickerbockers.
Congratulations. You are a wonderful dancer. You’ve passed your dance exam! Here is
your medal of excellence.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Tommy & the Talent Thief.
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Knickerbockers
Jenny
Knickerbockers
Johnny
Knickerbockers
Knickerbockers
Johnny

(hangs a medal around neck) You deserve it, well done. Can I see your spin again? (Jenny
spins) Marvellous. Congratulations. You can go.
Thank you Miss Knickerbockers. (She exits)
Johnny Jenkins, come here.
Yes, Miss Knickerbockers.
Johnny, you are a wonderful dancer. You have grace and charm. You’ve passed, too.
Here’s your medal.
(gives him his medal, too) You’ve earned it, well done. Show me your double spin again. (He
jumps) Congratulations. Off you go.
Thank you, Miss Knickerbockers, you’re a wonderful teacher!

There is a long silence as Knickerbockers takes the last medal and looks at Tommy.
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Tommy
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Tommy
Knickerbockers
Tommy
I PA
Knickerbockers
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Tommy.
Yes, Miss Knickerbockers?
Come here. (He comes a little closer) Come here. (He comes a little closer) Come here. (He
comes a little closer) GET OVER HERE NOW!
Tommy…
Err…Yes, Miss Knickerbockers?
Your dancing...isn’t very good, is it?
No, Miss Knickerbockers.
No, in fact, your dancing...is terrible. I’m afraid you haven’t passed. I can’t give you your
medal. In fact, I think you should stop coming to dance class.
What!? Stop dance class. No! Please. I love dancing!
You love dancing, do you? And have you been practicing? Have you been doing your
homework?
Well…err…actually…no.
No. That’s the problem. Tommy, if you don’t practice then how are you going to improve?
I know, I know. I love dancing. But I’m terrible at it. I’m never going to be a good dancer.
I don’t have the talent.
You don’t have the talent?
No. I don’t have the talent. I’ve never had the talent and I never will.
Actually, that’s not exactly true. Do you want to know a secret?
What secret?
(she whispers) Have you ever heard of the Talent Thief?
The Talent Thief?!
Shhh!!
Sorry. The Talent Thief?
Yes. We all have talents. But the Talent Thief takes them away. One by one…

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Tommy & the Talent Thief.
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15) Listening: The Dance Exam
Teaching notes
Time
30–60 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, listening and speaking, acting
Aim
To listen to, understand and act in a scene from Tommy and the Talent Thief.
Instructions
Present difficult vocabulary on the board and discuss the meaning of the words. Separate students into groups
of four (if groups of three combine Jenny/Johnny) and ask them to read through the scene together and
rehearse the scene. Then students perform the scene for one another.
Extended activity
Ask students to learn the lines for homework and prepare the scene with props and costume. Have a
performance class where the students perform the scene for one another. Encourage them to be as comical as
possible!
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16) Sentence building
How many sentences can you make? What is the longest sentence you can make?
Use each word only once.

Tommy

Miss Knickerbockers

The Talent Thief

Nigel

Wilf

Kat

Johnny

Hilda

mountain

house

forest

shop

exam

school

map

umbrella

water

chocolate

talent

speak

speaks

dance

dances

is

are

isn’t

aren’t

do

doesn’t

can

can’t

does

don’t

like

likes

buy

have

has

not

go

goes

climb

in

well

some

bad

good

him

her

they

their

his

her

them

a

to

of

from

with

very

much

dancing

happy

sad

takes

steals

learn

want

English

’s

numbers

practise

go

find

wants

and

and

to

the

can’t
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16) Sentence building
Teaching notes
Time
30–40 minutes
Level
Difficult
Skills Focus
Sentence building
Aim
To build phrases using vocabulary found in Tommy and the Talent Thief.
Instructions
Cut out the words and mix them up. Put students in groups of 3–4 and give each group a set of words. Make
one person the writer for the group who notes down the sentences the group make. Give the groups 15–20
minutes, to make as many sentences as possible with the words they have. No word may be repeated in the
same sentence. When the time has run out the students can present their sentences either orally or written on
the board. Allow the students to participate in correcting one another.
Alternate activity
This activity can be turned into a competition with students presenting sentences on the board. If the sentence
presented is correct the team receives 10 points, but if it is incorrect another team can win 5 points for
correcting the sentence well.
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17) One-Lesson Activity
If you only have time for one lesson before the show to prepare your children,
here is a one-lesson activity sheet.

T

The Story of Tommy and the Talent Thief
Read and listen to the story of Tommy and the Talent Thief.

ommy loves dancing.
His dancing hero is
Michael Jackson.
So, when he fails his dance
exam, he is very upset. He thinks
that he has no talent for dancing.
But Tommy’s teacher tells him a
secret. She tells him that his dancing
talent has been stolen by the Talent
Thief. She explains that the Talent
Thief lives in a house at the top of a
mountain. At night, he comes down
the mountain to steal children’s
talents for himself.
Tommy decides to travel through
the deep forest and climb to the top
of the mountain to get his talent back.
In the forest, he meets Wilf and
Kat. Tommy tells them about his

mission. Wilf tells Tommy it is a
waste of time. He says the journey
is too far, the mountain is too high
and the mission is too difficult. Kat
tells Tommy to stay with them and
relax. But Tommy knows his dancing
is more important than relaxing. He
leaves Kat and Wilf and continues
through the forest.

Song: We Can Dance

True or False

Listen to the song and sing along!

Decide if these sentences are true (T) or false (F).

We can dance, we can spin
We can do anything.
Move our hands, move our feet
We can move to any beat.(repeat)
I’m a star, I’m a pro,
I’m the best, I’m a hero,
I’m the top, I’ll make you ‘woo’!
You’ll be amazed, at what I can do!
Look at me, I’m a superstar,
I drink champagne and eat caviar.
I’m the best, I’m the best by far
I PA
I’m a super, super, super, super superstar!

I PA

Next, he meets Hilda. Hilda is a
student who is trying to learn English
(unsuccessfully). She believes
that she has no talent for learning
languages. Tommy convinces Hilda
to join him and get her talent from
the Talent Thief.
They stop at a small shop to buy
the things they need for the
journey. At the shop, they meet
Nigel and explain their mission
to him. Nigel has no talent for
mathematics and decides to join
them. The three friends make
the long and tiring journey up
the mountain to the Talent
Thief’s house.
But when they arrive they have a
big surprise waiting for them….

1. Tommy is a very good dancer. T F
2. Tommy wants to steal the Talent Thief’s talent. T F
3. Mrs Knickerbocker gives Tommy a medal after
his dance exam T F
4. Miss Knickerbocker tells Tommy to go to the
house on the hill. T F
5. Wilf thinks Tommy should go to see
the Talent Thief. T F
6. Hilda wants to learn to speak English. T F
7. Nigel is very good at mathematics. T F
8. Nigel, Hilda and Tommy drive up the mountain. T F
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17) One-Lesson Activity
Teaching notes
Time
40–50 minutes
Level
Medium
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, listening, reading, singing and speaking
Aim
To familiarise the students with the story, songs and vocabulary of Tommy before seeing the show.
Instructions
The one lesson activity sheet is designed for teachers who only have time to prepare with one class before the
show. We find that children who understand the development of the story and are familiar with some, or all
of the songs, enjoy the shows even more! So, we recommend that you begin with reading and discussing the
synopsis of the show. Then move on to listening to the song – allow the students to follow the text on song
sheets. If there’s time get them to sing along! Finally, ask the students to do the true or false activity.
Post-show activity
If you have more time after the show, go back and do any of the materials in the earlier activities.
Answer key
True or false
1. False. Tommy is not a very good dancer.
2. False. Tommy wants to take his talent back from the Talent Thief.
3. False. Miss Knickerbockers doesn’t give Tommy a medal for dancing after his dance exam.
4. True. Miss Knickerbockers tells Tommy to go to the house at the top of the mountain.
5. False. Wilf thinks Tommy should not go to see the Talent Thief.
6. True. Hilda wants to learn to speak English.
7. False. Nigel is very bad at mathematics.
8. False. Nigel, Hilda and Tommy climb up the mountain
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Vocabulary
best

great

sing

big

grow

small

bottle

high

speak

calculator

hot

spin

caviar

junk food

show

champagne

knock

small

cheap

language

star

close

large

symbol

complicated

let’s go

take away

confidence

live

talent

crazy

lose

thief

dance

lost

third

dancer

map

thirsty

demand

medal

today

deserve

meet

tomorrow

difficult

pass

too

don’t worry

pay

umbrella

door

practise

understand

exam

rain

visit

expensive

relax

waste of time

fair

road

water

far

second

What’s the point?

find

secret

wonderful

first

show

young

get back

silly
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give up
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simple
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