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1a/b) The Story of Rudolph
Teaching Notes
Time
30–40 minutes
Level
1a)
1b)
Skills Focus
Vocabulary, reading, writing, speaking.
Aim
To familiarise the students with the story of Rudolph and the vocabulary used in the story.
Instructions
Ask the students what they know about the original story of Rudolph the Red-nosed
Reindeer. Give the students Worksheet 1A or 1B depending on their level and ask them,
individually or in pairs, to read the story or fill in the gaps with the correct words. Then
listen to the story of Rudolph to see if they guessed correctly.
Extended activity
Ask the students to discuss or write what happens next in the story.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Answer Key
Father Christmas
beard
Ice Queen
Ice Palace
Christmas presents
Rudolph
happy
Christmas Day

Interactive Story Presentation

Note that there is an animated PowerPoint
story that students can follow included in the
attached files.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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1a) The Story of Rudolph

R

Read the story of Rudolph.

udolph is a reindeer. He is a special reindeer with a very special job. He helps
Father Christmas!
Father Christmas is a big, happy man. He has
a big, white beard and he has a big, red coat. He lives with
all his helpers in a big house at the North Pole. He is a very
kind man and is always happy.
The Ice Queen lives also at the North Pole, too. She is not
friendly and she is never happy. She is very jealous of Father
Christmas.
The day before Christmas, the Ice Queen takes father
Christmas and she traps him in her Ice Palace. Father
Christmas can’t take his presents to all the good girls and
boys on Christmas day!
Rudolph and his friends are very worried. They try to
organize all the Christmas presents, but without Father
Christmas it is very difficult. So, Rudolph goes to the Ice
Palace. He talks to the Ice Queen but she is not happy and does not want to release Father
Christmas. She gets angry with Rudolph and he has to run away very quickly.
Then Rudolph has an idea. The Ice Queen doesn’t want to release Father Christmas because
she isn’t happy. So, maybe if Rudolph could make the Ice Queen happy then maybe she will
release Father Christmas.
Rudolph goes to the Ice Palace. His idea works! He makes the Ice Queen very happy and
she releases Father Christmas.
Everyone is happy on Christmas Day!

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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1b) The Story of Rudolph
Read the story of Rudolph and fill in the spaces using the words in the box below. Then Listen and
Check
Christmas Day – Christmas Presents –
Father Christmas – Happy – Ice palace – Ice Queen
– Rudolph – Beard

R

udolph is a reindeer. He is a special reindeer with
a very special job. He helps 1_________________!
Father Christmas is a big, happy man. He has
a big, white 2_________________ and he has a
big, red coat. He lives with all his helpers in a big house at the
North Pole. He is a very kind man and is always
3
________________.
The Ice Queen lives also at the North Pole, too. She is not
friendly and she is never happy. She is very jealous of Father
Christmas.
The day before Christmas, the 4__________________ takes
father
Christmas and she traps him in her 5________________. Father Christmas can’t take his
presents to all the good girls and boys on Christmas day!
6
____________________ and his friends are very worried. They try to organize all the
7
___________________, but without Father Christmas it is very difficult. So, Rudolph goes to
the Ice Palace. He talks to the Ice Queen but she is not happy and does not want to release
Father Christmas. She gets angry with Rudolph and he has to run away very quickly.
Then Rudolph has an idea. The Ice Queen doesn’t want to release Father Christmas because
she isn’t happy. So, maybe if Rudolph could make the Ice Queen happy then maybe she will
release Father Christmas.
Rudolph goes to the Ice Palace. His idea works! He makes the Ice Queen very happy and she
releases Father Christmas.
Everyone is happy on 8___________________!

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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2) Songs
Teaching notes

Karaoke Songs

Time
20 minutes
Level
2a)
2b)
2c)

Note that there is a PowerPoint with
the songs and lyrics in an attached file.

Skills Focus
Listening
Aim
To learn some songs from Rudolph
Instructions
2a – Lyrics Grab
For this activity, cut up one set of lyrics for each pair of student. For stronger groups you can try to
have them guess the order of the lyrics. Otherwise, have students listen to the songs and try to
grab the lyrics and order them as they listen. For weaker groups, give students the uncut
worksheet, have them learn the song then they can cut it up and try to put it back together.
2b – Choose the Word
For this activity students can read the song to try and predict the correct word. Then they listen to
check.
2c – Fill In the Gaps
Fold the worksheet on the dotted line. Students listen to the song and try to fill each gap. Then
they unfold it to check their answers and listen again.
Answers:
2a – E,F,D,G,C,A,H,I,B
2b – 1 – WEAR 2 – TROUSERS
3 – BOOTS 4 - TOYS 5 – GOOD

2c – 1 – OLD 2 – FROZEN 3 – BUM
4 – COLD 5 – GIFTS 6 – BAD

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.

Page 7

Rudolph

2a) Lyrics Grab
E

Rudolph the red nose reindeer Has a very big,
red nose.

F

He works with Father Christmas, Helps him
everywhere he goes.

D

The Ice Queen is never happy. She’s always
having a bad day,

G She doesn’t like Father Christmas, And decides to
take him away.
C

So, one foggy Christmas Eve, Father Christmas
disappears!

A

But Rudolph with his nose so bright,

H

Rescues him, now he’s alright.

I

All of the other reindeer, Shouted out his name
with glee.

B

Rudolph the red nose reindeer - You’ll go down
in history!

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.

Page 8

Rudolph

2b) Choose the Word
Listen to the song and choose the correct word.

Father Christmas
Oh, my name’s Father Christmas,
I 1wear/need a big, red suit,
A big, red pair of 2jumpers/trousers
And a big, black pair of 3boots/skates.
I work with all my reindeer,
They help me sort the 4toys/presents,
And help me to deliver them
To all happy/good girls and
boys.
5

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.

Page 9

Rudolph

2c) Fill in the Gaps
Listen to the song and put a word in each gap.
Then unfold the paper to check your answers

I’m Dreaming of a Grey Christmas
I’m dreaming of a grey Christmas
Just like the ones in 1__________ of old.
Where the world is 2__________
And my lederhosen
Stops my 3___________ from going numb with
4
________.
I’m dreaming of a grey Christmas, And all the
5
_________ I never had.
May your days be gloomy and sad
And may Father Christmas think That you’ve been
6
___________.
(Fold)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Bad
Bum
Cold
Days
Frozen
Gifts

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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3) Colours Search
Teaching notes
Time
20 minutes
Level

Skills Focus
Vocabulary.
Aim
To familiarise the students with the vocabulary of colours.
Instructions
This activity could be used as a fun ice-breaker for the beginning of the class or as a fun activity at
the end of the class. Ask the students to fill in the missing letters in the list of colours. Then the
students should find the words in the wordsearch. Finally, the students can colour the presents in
the correct colour.
Alternate activity
Students could choose 6-10 more words from the vocabulary list and make their own wordsearch
and swap them between classmates.
Answer Key
1. brown
2. pink
3. blue
4. green
5. red
6. yellow

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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3) Colours Search
Find the colours in the wordsearch.

black

blue

red

pink

yellow

brown

white
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Now fill in the missing letters in the words below.

1- BR __ __ N

4 – G __ __ E N

2- P __ __ K

5 – R __ __

3 - __ LUE

6 – Y __ LL __ __

PINK
BLACK

ORANGE

RED

YELLOW
GREEN

BROWN

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.

BLUE
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4) Colour in the Picture
Teaching notes
Time
20 minutes
Level

Skills Focus
Vocabulary
Aim
To practise colours vocabulary.
Instructions
Ask the students who the characters are. Check that the students are clear on which colour is
which and that they have access to these colours. Now, let the students colour the picture in.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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4) Colour in the Picture
Here is a picture of the characters in our story.
Use the numbers to colour them.

1) black

2) blue

3) brown

4) green

5) red 6) yellow

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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5) A Scene from Rudolph
Teaching notes
Time
30–40 minutes
Level

Skills Focus
Vocabulary, reading, speaking, drawing.
Aim
To have students apply what they know about the story of Rudolph.
Instructions
See that students can remember from the story. If students have the photocopy of the story they
can look back at that. If students have seen the story PowerPoint, you may refer back to that.
Students choose one scene from the story that they liked and draw a picture of it using all the
correct colours.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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5) A Scene from Rudolph
Can you draw? Choose a scene from Rudolph and draw the picture.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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6a/b) Listen, Number and Draw
Teaching notes
Time
25–30 minutes
Level
6a)
6b)
Skills Focus
Listening.
Aim
To recognise vocabulary from Rudolph.
Instructions
Give students work sheet 8A, then discuss the meaning of the vocabulary. Allow students to draw
pictures of the objects in the boxes or use their coloured pencils to colour the boxes. Then, listen to
the recording and write the corresponding number for each object in the correct box.
Alternate activity
Give higher level students worksheet 8B Listen to the recording first and allow students to write one
object in each box. After listening a second time allow the students to check the vocabulary together.
As a final step allow students to draw the objects they have written in each box.
Answer Key
1. Reindeer
2. A present
3. Teddy bear
4. Ice queen
5. Green
6. Red
7. Blue
8. Father Christmas
9. Yellow

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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6a) Listen, Number and Draw
In each box draw a picture of the word or use your colours. Then listen to the recording and write the
numbers in the small square.

REINDEER

1

BLUE

GREEN

A PRESENT

FATHER
CHRISTMAS

RED

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.

ICE QUEEN

YELLOW

TEDDY BEAR
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6b) Listen, Number and Draw
Listen to the recording and write one object in each box.
Now draw a picture of each object.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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7) Secret Word
Teaching notes
Time
20–30 minutes
Level

Skills Focus
Writing, vocabulary.
Aim
To reinforce the vocabulary of the play and its meaning.
Instructions
Give the students the list of vocabulary from the play to look at whilst doing the clueword. All the
vocabulary needed can be found within the list. It is a good idea to do the secret word in pairs giving
students a chance to discuss their ideas. Alternatively the clueword could be used as a homework
activity.
Extended activity
Ask the students to choose more words from Rudolph and invent their own set of clues to give to
their classmates.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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7) Secret Word
Look at the clues and complete the boxes to find the secret word

The secret word is ______________________________
1. The colour of Santa'a boots
2. The colour of snow
3. The colour of a Christmas tree
4. Bad children are naughty, good children are n_ _ _
5. The part of the face or head through which a person or animal smells and breathes.
6. Another name for Father Christmas S _ _ _ _
7. When you are happy, you S _ _ _ _ :-)
8. To move your body to music D _ _ _ _
9. If you are not happy, you are S _ _

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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8) The Ice Queen
Teaching notes
Time
30–40 minutes
Level

Skills Focus
Listening, reading, speaking.
Aim
To familiarise the students with a scene in Rudolph and the vocabulary used in it.
Instructions
Let the students listen to the recording. Discuss what is being said then let them listen again before
answering the questions. The answers could be written or done orally.
Extended activity
As there is a lot of repetition in the text it could be used for a dictation. Allow the students to study
the text and in the next class, either read or use the listening with pauses for the students to write
the text.
Answer Key
1. She is unhappy because she never receives any presents.
2. She is unhappy with Father Christmas.
3. She wants a present for herself!

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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8) The Ice Queen
Listen and read along to the Ice Queen talking about Father Christmas.
Father Christmas takes presents to Africa. He takes
presents to Mexico.
He takes presents to China.
He even takes presents to Spain! Well, where is my
present?
Why don’t I ever get any presents? It’s not fair!
This year is going to be different.
This year there will be no presents for Africa. There will
be no presents for Mexico.
There will be no presents for China. And Spain...?
There will definitely be no presents for Spain!

Now try to answer the questions.
Why is the Ice Queen unhappy?
Who is she unhappy with?
What does she want?

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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9a/b) Letter to Father Christmas
Teaching notes
Time
20–30 minutes
Level
9a)
9b)
Skills Focus
Writing.
Aim
To practise writing a letter to Father Christmas.
Instructions
Ask the students to look at the sentences worksheet 8A and decide as a group what the missing
information is. Then allow the students to fill in the missing information about themselves.
Alternate activity
For students of a higher level, give them worksheet 8B. They should write a description of
themselves in paragraph 1, including where they live, how old they are and what they look like. In
paragraph 2, the students should tell Father Christmas what present they would like to receive and
why.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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9a) Letter to Father Christmas
Write a letter to Father Christmas. Say who you are, where you live, how old you are and what you
look like. Finally tell Father Christmas what present you would like to receive.
But remember, Father Christmas only takes presents to good boys and girls!

Dear Father Christmas,
My name is__________________. I live in____________. I
am ________________years old. I have ____________
hair and ______________eyes.
The present I would like for Christmas is a _____________.
I have been a good/bad

boy/girl.

Thank you very much!
Lots of love, _________________

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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9b) Letter to Father Christmas
Write a letter to Father Christmas. Say who you are, where you live, how old you are and what you
look like. Finally tell Father Christmas what present you would like to receive.
But remember, Father Christmas only takes presents to good boys and girls!

Dear Father Christmas,

I have been a good/bad

boy/girl.

Thank you very much!
Lots of love, _________________

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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10) Supplementary Songs
Listen to the songs and learn them. Now, sing along with your classmates!

Jingle Bells
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way.
Oh, what fun it is to ride on a one horse
open sleigh!
(repeat)
Dashing through the snow, on a one horse
open sleigh, Through the fields we go,
laughing all the way.
Bells on bob-tails ring, making spirits bright.
Oh, what fun it is to sing a sleighing song
tonight!
Jingle bells, jingle bells, jingle all the way.
Oh, what fun it is to ride on a one horse
open sleigh!
(repeat)

My Name’s
Father Christmas
Oh, my name’s Father Christmas, I wear a
big, red suit,
A big, red pair of trousers And a big, black
pair of boots.
I work with all my reindeer, They help me
sort the toys, And help me to deliver them
To all good girls and boys.

The Reindeer’s Lament
Now gather round, my reindeer friends,
Please stop your dance and play.
The Ice Queen’s kidnapped Father Christmas –
She’s taken him away. And that means that
there’ll be no presents
To open on Christmas Day.
Oh, bad tidings of sorrow and woe, Sorrow
and woe,
Oh, bad tidings of sorrow and woe.
It’s obvious
my reindeer friends We need a plan right
now,
To rescue Father Christmas From that dirty,
rotten cow!
But we really don’t know what to do,
Or where, or when, or how?
Oh, bad tidings of sorrow and woe, Sorrow
and woe,
Oh, bad tidings of sorrow and woe.
So here we are my reindeer friends,
We’re half way through the show.
The Ice Queen’s still got Father Christmas
And won’t let him go!
We have to form a rescue plan. But, how? We
just don’t know!
Oh, bad tidings of sorrow and woe, Sorrow
and woe,
Oh, bad tidings of sorrow and woe.

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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Dreaming of a Grey
Christmas
(Ice Queen Version)
I’m dreaming of a grey Christmas, Just
like the ones in days of old.
Where the world is frozen, And my
lederhosen,
Stops my bum
from going numb with cold.
I’m dreaming of a grey Christmas, And
all the gifts I never had.
May your days be gloomy and sad, And may
Father Christmas think That you’ve been bad.

Rudolph
(Our Version)
Rudolph the red nose reindeer Has a very big, red
nose.
He works with Father Christmas, Helps him
everywhere he goes.
The Ice Queen is never happy. She’s always having a
bad day, She doesn’t like Father Christmas, And
decides to take him away.
So, one foggy Christmas Eve, Father Christmas
disappears!
But Rudolph with his nose so bright,
Rescues him, now he’s alright.
All of the other reindeer, Shouted out his name with
glee. Rudolph the red nose reindeer - You’ll go
down in history!

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.
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Vocabulary
Adjectives

Verbs

Other Useful Words

bad
cold
good
hello
horrible
hot
nice
sad
tired

cheer up
dance
deliver
free
go
have
hit
kidnap
like
listen
look
make
relax
rescue
sing
sleep
smile
sort
take
think

boys
dance (n)
girls
label
list
name
nose
now
palace
power
present

Characters
Betty Reindeer
Greta Reindeer
Yousef Reindeer
Rudolph Reindeer
Father Christmas
Ice Queen / Gloria
La-La
Tinky-Winky

reindeer
sack
scissors
song
sorrow
sorry
thank
you
toys
woe
world

Colours
black
blue
green
red
white
yellow

This activity is designed to be used in conjunction with a performance of IPA Production’s Rudolph.
For more information, visit www.ipaproductions.com.

